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carving had doubtless been preserved by being buried in the
sand (fig. 65). The two forms of back, unmodelled and modelled,
stand side by side on the mountain (figs, 66, 67).
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The next step was to discover where and when the modelling
was done.   Certainly not in the original place in the quarry,
where it would be impossible from the position in which the
image was evolved; generally speaking there was no trace of
such work, and it was not until many months later that new
light was thrown on the matter.   Then it was remarked that in
one of the standing statues on the outside of the hill, which was
buried up to the neck (fig. 59), while the right ear was most
carefully modelled, showing a disc, the left ear was as yet quite-
plain, and that the back of the head also was not symmetrical
Excavations made clear that the whole back was in course of
transformation from the boat-shaped to the modelled type, each
workman apparently chipping away where it seemed to him
good (fig. 68).   Two or three similar cases were then found on
which work was proceeding; but on the other hand, some of the
simpler backs were excavated to the foot, and others a con-
siderable distance, and there was no indication that any alteration
was intended.   There are three possible explanations for these
erect and partially moulded statues: Firstly, it may have been
the regular method for the back to be completed after the statue
was set up, in which case some kind of staging must have been
used; one of our guides had made a remark, noted, but not
taken very seriously at the moment, that " the statues were set
up to be finished " ; some knowledge or tradition of such work,
therefore, appeared to linger.   Secondly, the convex back may
4te the older form, and those on which work was being done were
being modelled to bring them up to date.   Alteration did at
.times take place ; a certain small image presented a very curious
appearance both from the proportion of the body, which was
singularly narrow from back to front, and because it was difficult
to see how it remained in place as it was apparently exposed to
the base; it turned put that the figure had been carved out of
the head of an older statue, of which the body was buried below
(no/ 14, fig. 60).   Thirdly, these particular figures may .have'
orgcted and left in an unfinished condition; if so, their
were high up atid would be obvious,
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